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What to  
 look out for
  A guide to the identity card’s security features.

The identity card is being rolled out to British, EU and 
European Economic Area (EEA) citizens across the UK from 
2009. As more people sign up for it, you’ll see it being used 
for identification and proof of age. Potential employees may 
also present their card to prove their eligibility to work.

This guide shows you what the identity card looks like, and 
highlights the security features you need to check to ensure 
the card in front of you is genuine.

How this guide can help

The identity card is a highly secure document. Once you’ve 
checked the security features and the photo on the card, you 
can be confident that the holder is who they say they are.



There are three different 
types of identity card

The identity card for British citizens
This is lilac and salmon in colour. The holder’s  
nationality is featured, as this card can be used  
as a passport within the EU/EEA and Switzerland.

The identification card for EU or European 
Economic Area citizens living in the UK
This is turquoise and green in colour and does  
not contain the holder’s nationality. This card can  
be used for identification purposes only. 

If you have any questions about the two identity cards above, 
please visit our website at: www.ips.gov.uk/identity

Identity card for Foreign Nationals
This is blue and pink in colour. Launched in 2008,  
this compulsory card is for non-EEA foreign  
nationals living in the UK.

All three are valid forms of identification. Two of them are 
launching in 2009:

A separate guide to checking the security features of the 
identity card for foreign nationals is available to download at 
the UK Border Agency website: www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk



Colour-changing ink

In the card’s top left hand corner, 
between the words ‘UK’ and ‘United 
Kingdom’, is the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) symbol 
to show the card contains a 
biometric chip.  

Tilt the card to see the symbol 
change from gold to green.

Hologram

Embedded in its layers, the 
identity card has a transparent 
hologram of the Royal Coat of 
Arms, surrounded by the letters 
‘U’ and ‘K’ with radiating lines.  

Tilt the card to see the 
hologram change.

Design

The background of the 
card displays the words 
‘United Kingdom’ 
surrounded by a set of 
interlocking Celtic knots. 
The foreground shows 
the four floral emblems 
of the United Kingdom: 
the shamrock, daffodil, 
thistle and rose.

Personal information

Both the cardholder’s 
surname and the card’s 
expiry date are slightly 
raised above the surface.  

Run your finger over 
them to make sure.

Important: You can’t make someone show you their identity card. 
And once they’ve chosen to show it to you, you can’t keep it.  
You also must be prepared to accept an alternative ID.

You won’t always be able to check all the security features on a card. 
For example, if you’re checking ID in a pub or club, it might be too 
dark to see the colour-changing sections. But you can still make sure 
the card has raised information on the front – just by touching it.

Lens image

An oval-shaped area on the 
back of the card has a small 
image of the cardholder, the 
card’s expiry date and the 
letters ‘U’ and ‘K’. If you run 
your finger over this area, 
you should feel that it’s 
slightly raised from the 
surface. And if you scratch  
it with your nail, it should 
make a high-pitched noise. 

Tilt the card backwards  
and forwards and the 
letters will alternate.

The card’s security features 



Don’t accept a card you suspect is fraudulent 
but call the police straightaway.

For more information about the identity card,  
please visit our website at: 

www.ips.gov.uk/identity

For information on identity cards for foreign  
nationals please visit: 

www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk

How to contact us


